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TOURISM — VISITOR NUMBERS 

24. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Tourism: 
I refer to the Leader of the Opposition’s contribution to the debate on the Premier’s Statement in which he 
alluded to people leaving the state and that the state had not promoted its relationship with China outside the oil 
and gas industry. Can the minister please update the house on Western Australia’s population statistics and the 
number of visitors to Western Australia? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
The Leader of the Opposition said that people were rushing to leave Western Australia. They might be rushing to 
leave — 
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: — or words to that effect. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Minister, through the Chair. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I cannot hear what opposition members are saying. The Leader of the Opposition said words 
to the effect that people were rushing to leave the state. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: If members opposite would stop interjecting, they could find the speech in Hansard and they 
will be able to read it. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you for the first time. Minister for Tourism, I call you for the 
first time. We have heard what the Leader of the Opposition said; we have heard from the opposition side. 
Answer the question please, minister. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Far from the number of visitors to Western Australia going down, they are going up in 
two areas. Firstly, the number of people who are moving to Western Australia to live has increased. The latest 
figures show an increase in our population of about 2.2 per cent. The key point made by the Leader of the 
Opposition was that although we were going through a boost in the oil, and mining and gas industries in this 
state, the government was forgetting about everybody else. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Forrestfield, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The Leader of the Opposition said that we were forgetting about everything else and that this 
state was not working hard enough to diversify its economy. The two key areas that the Premier and other 
ministers have said are important for us to grow into the future to take up jobs from those other industries and to 
provide job opportunities in the state will largely be agriculture and tourism. The former Minister for Tourism 
and I, as the current Minister for Tourism, have done a lot of work to promote tourism in this state. In particular, 
we did deals with China. Unlike the Leader of the Opposition, when he was Minister for Tourism in a former 
Labor government, we sealed the deal—we nailed it! We committed to getting direct flights coming out of China 
and doubling the number of Chinese tourists coming to Western Australia. At the time, the number of visitors 
from China was 18 000 and this government committed to doubling that number to 36 000. The figure is 
37 000 visitors coming out of China. We have already reached our target and we are currently in discussion with 
China Southern Airlines on how we can significantly increase the frequency and quality of flights from China to 
increase that number even more significantly. We are seeking to increase the number of visitors from not only 
China, but also our other major trading partners, particularly Japan. 

I will go through the increase in international tourist numbers coming to this state in just over the last year. 
We have experienced increases in the number of visitors to Western Australia of 9.4 per cent from the 
United Kingdom, 29.8 per cent from Singapore; 13 per cent from China; 12.8 per cent from Indonesia; and an 
increase in the number of visitors from Japan—one of our major trading partners—of 17 per cent compared with 
the Australian average of one per cent; and, even more interestingly, an increase of 10.9 per cent from 
South Africa, compared with the Australia-wide figure of minus 12 per cent. All those visitors are coming to 
Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. We have heard that exchange as well. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: This was a result of not only our tourism drive, but also all the work that the 
Western Australian Tourism Commission and Department of Planning and others within this state have done to 
lift the profile of Western Australia with magnificent events and structures within this state that have 
significantly increased the appeal of Western Australia as a tourism destination. We think that with further 
investment this interest will continue to grow. In the last two years, as part of our election commitment, the 
former Minister for Tourism, Liza Harvey, secured an additional $13 million for marketing, and that investment 
is paying off with these increases in visitor numbers. 
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